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his captured subjects, that he might deal with them according
to his evil pleasure. Having succeeded, moreover, on some
pretext in securing three Castilian nobles of specially exalted
position, he caused them immediately to be killed in his
own tent.1

The victory at Navarrete and the presence of the English
army opened the way to Burgos; and Peter, as soon as he
was safe within its walls, had no other thought but to defraud
his English defenders, and to wreak his vengeance upon his
Castilian subjects. In both respects he was completely suc-
cessful. Fraudulent conveyances took the place of the money
that was due. False charters took the place of the territory
that had been promised. The streets of Burgos were red with
the noblest blood of Castile.

Having sworn before the high altar in the Cathedral of
Burgos to hand over the city of Soria to John Chandos, and to
invest the Black Prince with the lordship of Biscay, the king
delivered charters or letters patent in fulfilment of his vow,
but, at the same time, he sent word to the Biscayans and to
the Sorians forbidding them to suffer their new masters to take
possession of their territories, or to admit any of their repre-
sentatives within their boundaries.

The arrival of Peter at his capital was the signal for an
immense number of executions or murders; among others,
the burning alive of Dona Urraca de Osorio, a noble lady,
guilty of absolutely no crime, real or imaginary, beyond her
relationship to another victim.

A't length the royal miscreant ran away to Seville, leaving
the Black Prince and his army, not only without money, but
absolutely without food, on the burning plains of Castile,2
The greater part of the English troops died of famine and
disease. An attempt was made to poison the prince, from the
effects of which he never recovered.3 And the gallant defender
of royal rights was fain to leave Spain (September, 1367), with
the loss of his soldiers, of his money, and of his health, befooled
and cheated in one of the worst causes in which English blood
and English treasure have ever been squandered on the
continent of Europe.

1D. Gomez Carillo, D. Sancho Moscoso, grand master of Santiago; p. Garcia
Tenorio, son of the admiral of Castile. M. Me'rime'e speaks with admiration of
the conduct of the Prince of Wales, not only during, but after the battle.

2 Knighton, c. 2629 ; Walsingham, t. 305; Ayala, 500.

3 Edward retired invalided to England in 1368, though he did not actually die
till 1374.